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SOGNI PELLEROSSA Il sapere,

profondo e vecchio, viene portato con noi. È la lingua 

dell’immaginazione, dove non ha luogo la censura. 

Inventiamo le vie del sapere. In questa comunicazione 

coll’universo, ci viene concessa l’occasione di esprimere il

desiderio, i sogni e di non temere ripercussioni. È una con-

versazione col cosmo—i misteri del mondo. Al di là dei 

nostri mondi tangibili, ci viene concessa libertà. Non isolati,

è un’esperienza condivisa. SPIACENTE SE MI

COMPORTO DA MALEDUCATA. Il mito del-

l’identità viene attorcigliato a nodo ad

ambedue i lati. La memoria è una comu-

nità nata dalla separazione. La soprav-

vivenza viene coltivata attraverso il

seminare del progresso. Ci isoliamo

sempre di più dai nostri modi innati,

telepatici di apprendere ed insegnare.

Colonizzatori della nostra memoria, non

siamo più sensibile come una volta al mondo

degli spiriti. L’alterità vige come sempre.

RED SKIN DREAMS Knowledge,

deep and old, is carried with us. It is the language of

imagination, where censorship has no place. We invent

ways of knowing. In this communication with the 

universe, we are given an opportunity to express desire,

dreams and not fear repercussion. It is a conversation

with the cosmos—the mysteries of the world. Outside

of our tangible worlds, we are given freedom. Not

isolated, it is a shared experience. SORRY

IF I’M NOT BEING VERY NICE. The

myth of identity is twisted into knots

on both ends. Memory is a commu-

nity born from separation. Survival

is cultivated through the farming of

progress. We have grown further

and further from our innate,

telepathic modes of learning and

teaching. Colonizers of our own memory,

we no longer are as sensitive to the spirit

world. Otherness is still there.

Il fu Lloyd Nuovo di Santa Fe, New

Messico, un rinomato artista e docente

Cherokee, stilò la dichiarazione 

d’impegno IA3 nel 2001: la missione
dell’IA3 è di liberare dalle pres-
sioni di una società consumistica
un gruppo di artisti indigeni
affinché possano creare arte 
di significato culturale.

The late Lloyd New of Santa Fe, New

Mexico, a renown Cherokee artist

and educator developed the IA3 

mission statement in 2001: IA3’s
mission is to allow a group of
native artists the opportunity
to create culturally-significant
art free of the pressures of a
commercially-driven society.

S H E L LEY N I RO
Bay of Quinte Mohawk, Six Nations Reserve

Shelley Niro, born at Niagara Falls, New York, in 1954, lives 
and works in Brantford, Ontario, Canada.

2002 Admitted into Royal Canadian Academy of Arts

2001 Eiteljorg Foundation Fellow, Indianapolis, Indiana

1998 Wrote, directed and produced 50 minute film 
“Honey Moccasin”

1992 Co-wrote, co-produced and co-directed 25 minute film 
“It Starts With A Whisper”
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ASTERISK by Sherwin Bitsui

Fourteen ninety-something,

something happened 

And no one can pick it out of the line-up,

Its rising action photographed

When the sign said: do not look

irises planted inside here.

But look—

Something lurking in the mineshaft—

A message, ice in his cup,

third leg uprooted but still walking.

It peers over his shoulder at the dirt road dug into the mesa’s skirt,

where Saguaro blossoms bloom nightfall at the tip of its dark snout,

And motor-oil seeps through the broken white line of the teacher’s loom.

Something,

Can’t loop this needle into it,

Occurs and writes over their lips with thread,

Barnacles on their swings;

fleas hyphened between their noses;

eels asphyxiating in the fruit salad.

Remember, every wrist of theirs acclimates to bruises.

Twigs from their family tree flank the gloves’ aura 

and asterisk water towers invisible,

While fragrant rocks in the snout remain

Unnoticed in the bedroom,

Because the bridegroom wanted in

Pioneers wanted in 

And the ends of our feet yellowed to uranium at the edge of fear.

Reception June 12, 6 PM, includes reading by Sherwin Bitsui
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L’Alleanza Arte Azione Indigena
coglie l’occazione di ringraziare il Museo Nazionale
Smithsonia dell’Indiano Americano, la rivista
Meridiani, Università di Smith, Donne Fanno Film, 
e il Centro Cultural Woodland per il loro generoso
sostegno. Vorremmo ringraziare in particolare:

Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia
Dipartimento di studi linguistici
e letterari europei e postcoloniali anglistica

Indigenous Arts Action Alliance
would like to thank the Smithsonian National
Museum of the American Indian, the journal

Meridians, Smith College, Women Make Movies, 
and Woodland Cultural Centre for their generous

support. We would especially like to thank:

Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia
Department of European language and
literary study and postcolonial English
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Sponsorship by the Smithsonian National
Museum of the American Indian brought 
leading authorities in Indigenous studies 
to Venice.
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“We are delighted with this opportunity to collaborate with the small
nonprofit Native American art organization, Indigenous Arts Action
Alliance (IA3), and to support film maker Shelley Niro at this most 
prestigious event.”

—Rick West, Director, Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian
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Participating artists Sherwin Bitsui and Shelley Niro
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