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Osage photographer, Keli Mashburn. Courtesy Photo

Osage artist brings ‘chaos’ to the Venice Biennale

(/en/article/2015/06/18/osage-artist-brings-chaos-venice-

biennale/)

Osage photographer Keli Mashburn sees chaos as a spiritual and confusing fact of
life. She digs deeper into this chaos using photography and film, and invites the
audience to take away from it what they will.

Mashburn’s latest project, Ga.ni.tha, a photography and film collaborative project
with fellow artist Marcella Ernest, debuted internationally in May at the Venice
Biennale in Italy. Established in 1895, the Venice Biennale, the world’s largest
contemporary art show, has become known as one of the most prestigious cultural
institutions.

“We hadn’t expected to premiere it in Venice! It’s all too dreamy,” Mashburn says.

Mashburn describes Ga.ni.tha as an explanation of the cycles of disorder and
change in the inherent patterns of the universe; observing and understanding
chaos and chaotic rules allows people to live a balanced life.

Ga.ni.tha is a five-minute abstract film project of photographs with song, prayer,
language and land. In the Italian exhibit, images from the film were hung loosely
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outside in the courtyard, she explains, which allowed the stills to be viewed again,
letting people form their own opinion and feelings.

She says she has never really been an exhibitor before of her work but when
invited to the Biennale she was very excited for the show.

For 20 years, Mashburn has worked in the darkroom developing her own photos
from black and white 35 mm film. She likes to employ various experimental
techniques to explore the realm between physical place and personal myth. 

She says she has a love of art and enjoys photography, but has never really
thought about selling her art. She does it for herself and of her love of art not for
the money.

Even though she has thousands of images, Mashburn says she wouldn’t show a
quarter of them because they are her ideas and her passion.

Mashburn’s Ga.ni.tha is a two-part film. The second film, Wah.shka, will be showed
at the 2017 Biennale, and like this year, it will also be the theme for the show.

Ga.ni.tha was made possible by support from the Native Arts and Cultures
Foundation, the Osage Nation Foundation, the Canada Council for the Arts, the
Autry Museum and Occidental College.

Mashburn is from Fairfax, Okla., of the Grayhorse district. When she is not working,
she loves to attend the yearly In-Lon-Schka dances.
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