Generated by Foxit PDF Creator © Foxit Software
http://www.foxitsoftware.com For evaluation only.

Sign, Synbol, Stereotype: Native |cons Reveal ed
UWArt Hi story 600: Special Topics in Art History
Tuesdays and Thursdays 1: 00 — 2:15
L166 El vehj em Buil di ng

Nancy Marie Mthlo, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Art
Hi story and Anmerican |Indian Studies
m thl o@v sc. edu (608) 265-8694
O fice hours: Tuesdays 2:30 to 4:30 and by appoi nt nent

Cour se description

| conography — “the identification of inmages with specific
synbolic content or meaning.” lconology — “to relate the
synbol i ¢ nmeani ngs of objects and figures in art to the
political, poetical, religious, philosophical, and social
tendenci es of the personality, period or country under

i nvestigation.”(Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Witing
about Art, 2008)

This course critically exam nes imges of Native Anerican
I ndians — fromthe diverse contexts of fine arts, popul ar
cul ture, photography and film- in historic and
contenporary cultural contexts. The process of translating
culture by visual representation often inplies notions of
authority, objectivity and fixed reality. Contextual and
revisioni st strategies in visual studies challenge these
earlier interpretative nodels by incorporating multiple
perspectives and making theoretical ainms explicit. This
course focuses on visual representation as a form of

cul tural docunentation and as an expl oration of unique
visual worlds. Both the colonial project and indi genous
agency are presented as vantage points to understandi ng
strategi es of appropriation, commercialization and
political representation. The course draws upon several key
i conogr aphi ¢ i mges (Pocahontas, Big Foot at Wunded Knee,
the End of the Trail, boarding schools, warriors, nascots,
the Indian environnentalist, the contrast picture, the
phot ogr aphy of Horace Pool aw) for discussion of Native

hi story, political nobilization, remenbrance and re-
appropriation.

Required text:

Johnson, Tim ed. Spirit Capture: Photographs fromthe
Nat i onal Museum of the Anmerican | ndian. (Washi ngton, D.C.
Sm thsonian Institution Press, 1998). |SBN. 1560987650
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Required articles:
The course reader is available through Bob’s Copy Shop,
1401 University Avenue (608) 251-2936.

Assessnent: G oup Student Presentation (15%; Four
Response Papers (3-4 pages @ 15% each); Final Research
Paper (20% final subm ssion, 5%draft). Cuidelines for
witten assignnments will be distributed. Style guidelines
may be found in A Short Guide to Witing about Art by

Syl van Barnet (New Jersey: Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2008).

The course may be taken for graduate credit wth approval
of the instructor. In general, graduate students wll be
responsi ble for required and recommended readi ngs as wel |
as extended course assignnents.

Each student will be expected to attend all classes and
participate in class discussions. Two or nore absences w ||
be grounds for subtracting points from your overall average.
As a rule, | do not accept late work. In the rare and
extenuating instance in which | may accept |ate work, the
paper w |l be marked down accordingly. Extra credit is not

of fered.

Teachi ng phil osophy and strategies: | strive to create a
participatory classroom di scussion setting, utilizing group
wor k, short in-class witten responses and student-|ed
presentations. Individualized student research
opportunities are encouraged and nade avail abl e via papers
and oral presentations. Active learning is sought, neaning
honest self-reflection, questioning and real -world
application grounded in careful reading and exam nati on of
the required texts.

Week 1: January 22 and 24: \Wite Conceptions of |ndians,
| ndi an Conceptions of Wites

Requi red readi ngs:

Ber khof er, Robert F. “Wite Conceptions of |ndians.”

| n Handbook of North Anmerican Indians Vol. 4: History
of Indian-Wite Relations, ed. Wlliam C. Sturtevant,
522-547 (Washington, DC. Smthsonian Institution,
1988).
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M thlo, Nancy Marie. “Reappropriating Redskins

Pel | erossasogna (Red Skin Dream: Shelley Niro at the
50'" | a Biennale di Venezia. Visual Anthropol ogy Review
20, no 2 (2005):22-35.

Film The Shirt Shelley Niro (2003).

Web resource:

Po' pay, A True Anerican Hero: Leader of the First
Ameri can Revol ution

http://ww. nativeart.net/affil popay. php

Week 2: January 29 and 31: | ndependent
| dentiti es/Devel oped ldentities

Response paper #1 due in class January 31st

Requi red readi ngs:

Li ppard, Lucy. “lIndependent ldentities.” In Native
Anmerican Art in the Twentieth Century, ed. W Jackson
Rushing 111, 134-148 (New York: Routledge, 1999).
Hll, Rchard W Sr. “Devel oped ldentities.” In Spirit

Capture: Photographs fromthe Nati onal Miseum of the
Anerican Indian, ed. TimJohnson, 139-160. (Wshi ngton,
D.C.: Smthsonian Institution Press, 1998).

Scherer, Joanna C. “The Phot ographi c Docunent:

Phot ography as Primary Data in Anthropol ogi cal
Enquiry.” I n Anthropol ogy and Phot ography, 1860-1920,
ed. Elizabeth Edwards, 32-41 (New Haven ; London
Yal e University Press in association with the Royal
Ant hropol ogi cal Institute, 1994, c1992).

D ppie, Brian. “Representing the Other: The North
Anerican Indian.” In Anthropol ogy and Phot ography,
1860- 1920, ed. Elizabeth Edwards, 132-136 (New Haven;
London : Yale University Press in association with the
Royal Ant hropol ogical Institute, 1994, c1992).

Week 3: February 5 and 7: Introduction of the Contrast
Pi cture — Boardi ng School Docunentation

Requi red readi ngs:
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Marglois, Eric. “Looking at D scipline, Looking at
Labor: Phot ographi ¢ Representati ons of Indian Boardi ng
Schools.” Visual Studies 19, no. 1 (2004): 72-96.

Tsi nhnahjinnie, Hulleah J. “Wen is a Photograph Wrth
a Thousand Words?” In Photography’s Qther Hi stories,
eds. Christopher Pinney and N col as Peterson, 40-52
(Dur ham Duke University Press, 2003).

Nash, Laura. “Transitions and Tribul ations: Visible
Changes Indicate New Realities,” In Spirit Capture:
Phot ographs fromthe National Miuseum of the Anerican
| ndi an, ed. TimJohnson, 61-69.(\Washi ngton, D.C

Sm thsonian Institution Press, 1998).

Web resource:

“Only a Teacher” - Interview Wth Tsiani na Lomawai ma,
Prof essor of American Indian Studies at the University
of Arizona -

http://ww. pbs. org/ onl yat eacher/today7. ht

Recommended readi ng:

Lomawai ma, Tsianina. They Called It Prairie Light: The
Story of Chilocco Indian School (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1995).

4: February 12 and 14:

Requi red readi ngs: Mead - The Mt her of Visual

Ant hr opol ogy

Mead, Margaret. “Visual Anthropology in a Discipline
of Words.” In Principles of Visual Anthropol ogy,
Second Edition, ed. Paul Hockings, 5-10 (New York:
Mout on de Gruyter, 1995).

“’For God’'s Sake, Margaret’ Conversation with G egory
Bat eson and Margaret Mead.” CoEvol utionary Quarterly
10 (June 1976):32-44. Also found at:
http://ww. oi kos. org/forgod. ht m

Collier Jr., John. “The Chall enge of Cbservation and
the Nature of Photography.” Visual Anthropol ogy:

Phot ography as a Research Method. Al buquerque, NM
Uni versity of New Mexico Press. 1986. pp. 5-18.
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Film Four Famlies. National Film Board (1959).

Recommended readi ng:

Jay Ruby’s website: “Visual Anthropology.” In

Encycl opedi a of Cul tural Anthropol ogy, David Levinson
and Melvin Enber, editors(New York: Henry Holt and
Conpany, 1996) vol. 4:1345-1351.
http://astro.tenple. edu/ ~ruby/ruby/cul tant hro. htn

5: February 19: Hi storic ldentities- DeCora

No cl ass February 21°', Instructor attending College Art
Associ ation neetings

Response paper #2 due in class February 19th

Week

§

Requi red readi ng:

McAnul ty, Sarah. “Angel DeCora: Anerican Artist and
Educator.” Nebraska Hi story 57, no. 2 (Summer
1976) : 143-199. Al so found at:

http: // ww. nebraskahi story. org.

Hi nook- Mahi wi - Ki | i naka (Angel de Cora). “Gray Wlf's
Daughter.” Electronic Text Center, University of
Virginia Library

http://etext.virginia.edu/ etchin/toccer-

new2?i d=H nG ay. sgm& nmages=i nages/ nobdeng&dat a=/texts/ e
ngl i sh/ nodeng/ par sed&t ag=publ i c&part =1&di vi si on=di v1.

6: February 26 and 28: Big Foot at Wunded Knee

Requi red readi ngs:

Ni ezen, Ron. “The Politics of Repression.” In Spirit
Wars, 128-137. (Los Angeles: CA: University of
California Press, 2000).

Takaki, Ron. “The ‘lIndian Question’: From Reservation
to Reorgani zation.” In ADfferent Mrror: A Hi story
of Multicultural America, 228-245 (Boston : Little,
Brown & Co., ¢1993).

Web resource:
http://ww. warri or sof woundedknee. coni vi ew. ht m

Film Way of the Warrior. Patty Lowe (2007).
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http://ww. pbs. or g/ wayof t hewarri or/

7: March 4 and 6: Pocahontas - Princess/ Squaw

Requi red readi ngs:

Young, Philip. “The Mother of Us All: Pocahontas.” In
American Fiction, American Myth, 25-46 (University
Par k, Pennsyl vani a: The Pennsylvania State University
Press, 2000).

Green, Rayna. “The Pocahontas Perpl ex: The |Inmage of

I ndi an Wonen in Anerican Culture.” In Unequal Sisters:
A Milticultural Reader in U S. Wnen s History, ed.
Ell en Carol DuBois and Vicki L. Ruiz, 15-21 (New York:
Rout | edge, 1990).

d each, Frederic W “Controll ed Specul ation
Interpreting the Saga of Pocahontas and Captain John
Smth.” In Readi ng Beyond Wrds: Contexts for Native
Hi story, eds. Jennifer S.H Brown & Elizabeth Vibert,
21-42 (Orchard Park: NY: Broadview Press, 1996).

Film The New World. Terrence Malick(2006).

8: March 11 and 13: Pocahontas - Princess/ Squaw —
conti nued

Response paper #3 due in class March 13th

Requi red readi ngs:

LaRocque, Emma. “The Col oni zation of a Native Wnman
Scholar.” In Wnen of the First Nations: Power, Wsdom
and Strength. Manitoba Studies in Native History IX

ed. Christine MIler and Patricia Chuchryk, 11-18
(Wnnepeg, Manitoba: University of Manitoba Press,
1996) .

King, C Richard. “De/ Scribing Squ*w. |ndi genous Wnen
and Inperial Idions in the United States.” Anerican

I ndian Cul ture and Research Journal. 27, no.2

(2003): 1-16.

M hesuah, Devon. “Commonality of Difference: Anerican
I ndi an Wonen and History. American Indian Quarterly 20,
no.1 (Wnter, 1990): 15-17.
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Web resource:
I ndi an Wnen as Sex Qbjects
http://ww. bl uecorncom cs. cont princess. ht m

Recommended readi ng:
Conquest: Sexual Violence and Anerican | ndian Genoci de
by Andrea Smth

9: March 18 and 20 Spring Break

10 March 25 and 27: The Phot ographi ¢ Record -
Hi story

Readi ngs:

Martinez, Natasha Bonilla and Rose Waco. “Canera
Shot s: Phot ographers, Expeditions, and Coll ections.”
In Spirit Capture: Photographs fromthe National
Museum of the American Indian, ed. TimJohnson, 77-
106. (Washi ngton, D.C.: Smthsonian Institution Press,
1998).

Roessel , Monty. “Navaj o Phot ography.” Anerican |ndian
Cul ture and Research Journal 20, no.3 (1996): 83-91

Sandwei ss, Martha. Laura Gl pin. Online source. n.d.
http://ww. cl a. purdue. edu/ WAAW Sandwei ss/ .

11: April 1 and 3: Anerican |Indian Mascots

Requi red readi ngs:

King, C Richard. “Borrowi ng Power: Racial Metaphors
and Pseudo- 1 ndi an Mascots.” CR The New Centenni al
Review 4, no.1 (Spring 2004):189-209.

Wodwar d, Denni. “When the ‘Indian’ Was Mascot.”
Com ng Voice. XXXI, no.1 (Fall, 2001): 9.

Stanford Renoves I ndian Synbol: Student Petition Gains
Support. In American Indian Stereotypes in the Wrld
of Children, ed. Arlene H rschfelder, Paulette
Fai r banks Mol in, Yvonne Waki m Lanham 185-192

(Maryl and: The Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1999).

12: April 8 and 10 Conmodification — End of the Trail,
The Environnental |ndian
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Requi red readi ng:

Coonbe, Rosenary. “Enbodi ed Trademarks: M nesis and
Alterity on Anerican Commercial Frontiers.” Cultural
Ant hropol ogy 11, no. 2(1996): 202-224.

Web resources: Keep Anerica Beautiful:

http://ww. kab. or g/ si t e/ PageSer ver ?pagenanme=nedi a_nmul t
i medi a

Dave Chappelle: http://ww. yout ube. com wat ch?v=-kJzF-
j enmvg

Film Tree. Shelley Niro (2006).

13: April 15 and 17: Native Mderns: Pool aw

Response paper #4 due in class April 15'"

Week

Requi red readi ng:

Pool aw, Linda. “Spirit Capture: Qbservations of an
Encounter.” In Spirit Capture: Photographs fromthe
Nat i onal Museum of the Anerican Indian, ed. Tim
Johnson, 167-186. (Washington, D.C : Sm thsoni an
Institution Press, 1998).

Anthes, Bill. “Introduction.” In Native Mderns:
American Indian Painting 1940-1960, xi — xxiii (Durham
Duke University Press. 2006).

14: April 22 and 24: The Contrast Picture Revisited

Requi red readi ng:

Ryan, Allan J. “Double Play on the Wrld Stage.” In
The Trickster Shift: Hunour and Irony in Contenporary
Native Art, 253-254 and p. 140 (Seattle: University of
Washi ngt on Press, 1999).

Todd, Loretta. “Polem cs, Philosophies and a Story:
Aborigi nal Aesthetics in the Media of this Land.” In
Transference, Tradition, Technol ogy: Narrative New
Medi a Exploring Visual and Digital Culture, eds.

Mel ani e Townsend, Dana C axton, Steve Loft, 105-124
(Hamlton, Ontario: Art Gallery of Ham lton and the
| ndi genous Media Arts G oup, 2005).
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Week 15: April 29, May 1. Student Presentations
Attendance wi Il be taken.

Week 16: May 6 and May 8: Student Presentations
Attendance wi Il be taken.

Fi nal Papers are due on the day of your schedul ed
presentation. No extensions are granted.



