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Mul ticulturalismand the New Miseol ogy
UW Art History 600: Special Topics in Art History
Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 — 12:15
L140 El vehj em Bui |l di ng

Nancy Marie Mthlo, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Art Hi story
mthl o@i sc. edu (608) 265-8694
O fice hours: Mndays 8:30 to 10: 30 and by appoi nt nent

Course description: This course critically analyzes how the
museum enterpri se operates as a social agent in both
reflecting and informng public culture. Students will gain
an understandi ng of historical and current trends in nuseum
studi es and how t hese novenents are inpacted by shifting

pr of essi onal and popul ar standards. The significance of the
object in various cultural contexts will be exam ned for

evi dence of paradigmatic core values. Topics include the
col l ection and display of human bei ngs as objects, the
art/artifact debate, racist nenorabilia, identity
construction, indigenous curation nethods, comodification
and consunerism repatriation, censorship and contested

i deas about authenticity and authority. Case studies are
drawn primarily from The United States and Canada and

i nclude the plantation nmuseum Anerican |Indian cul tural
centers, lynching postcards, Japanese internnment canps and
performance art. The relationship of the nuseumto a

di verse public with often contested agendas w || be

expl ored through class di scussions, independent student
projects and witten assignnents.

Required texts:
Anderson, Gail, ed. Reinventing the Museum Historical and

Cont enporary perspectives on the Paradigm Shift. Wl nut
Creek, CA: AltaMra Press. 2004. |ISBN. 0-7591-0170-1

Ei chstedt, Jennifer L. and Stephen Small. Representations
of Slavery: Race and |l deology in Southern Pl antation
Museuns. Washington, DC. Smthsonian Institution Press.
2002. |1 SBN: 1-58834-096-1

M hesuah, Devon A. Repatriation Reader: \Wo Omns Aneri can
I ndi an Remai ns? Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. 2000.
| SBN: 0-803208264- 8

Required articles:
A course reader is available through the L&S Copy Center
1650 Humanities (263-1803).
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Assessnent: Student Presentation (15%; Three Response
Papers (20% each); Final Research Paper (25% . Cuidelines
for witten assignnments will be distributed

The course may be taken for graduate credit wth approval
of the instructor. In general, graduate students wll be
responsi ble for required and recommended readi ngs as wel |
as extended course assi gnnents.

Each student will be expected to attend all classes and
participate in class discussions. Two or nore absences w ||
be grounds for subtracting points from your overall average.
As a rule, | do not accept late work. In the rare and
extenuating instance in which | may accept |ate work, the
paper will be marked down accordingly. Extra credit is not

of f er ed.

Teachi ng phil osophy and strategies: | strive to create a
participatory classroom di scussion setting, utilizing group
wor k, short in-class witten responses and student-|ed
presentations. Individualized student research
opportunities are encouraged and nade avail abl e via papers
and oral presentations. Active learning is sought, neaning
honest self-reflection, questioning and real -world
application grounded in careful reading and exam nati on of
the required texts.

Pl ease note that the course addresses painful and sensitive
i ssues of slavery, racism sexismand genocide. |In order
for the course to be successful, students will be expected
to exercise a high degree of intellectual and enoti onal
maturity, respect for others and tol erance for diverse
opinions. Cvil discourse skills are required.

Week 1: Septenber 4 and 6: What is the “New Miseol ogy”?

Introduction — “A Cultural Inventory of the C assroont

Requi red readi ngs:

Mesa-Bains, Amalia. “The Real Multiculturalism A
Struggle for Authority and Power.” In Reinventing the
Museum Hi storical and Contenporary Perspectives on
the Paradigm Shift, ed. Gail Anderson, 99-109. Wl nut
Creek, CA: AltaMra Press, 2004.
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Kreps, Christina F. “Introduction: Liberating
Culture.” In Liberating Culture: Cross-Cultural
perspectives on Museuns, Curation, and Heritage
Preservation, 1-19. New York: Routl edge, 2003.

Amres, M chael M “Miseuns in the Age of
Deconstruction.” In Reinventing the Miseum Historical
and Cont enporary Perspectives on the Paradi gm Shift,
ed. Gail Anderson, 80-98. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMra
Press, 2004.

2: Sept. 11 and 13: What is the “New Miseol ogy”?
conti nued. ..

Requi red readi ngs:

Jones, Anna Laura. “Exploding Canons: The Ant hropol ogy
of Museuns.” Annual Revi ew of Ant hropol ogy
22(1993): 201- 220.

Caneron, Duncan F. “The Museum a Tenple or the

Forum” In Reinventing the Muiseum Hi storical and

Cont enporary Perspectives on the Paradigm Shift, ed.
Gail Anderson, 61-73. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMra Press,
2004.

Gurian, Elaine Heumann. “Wat is the Cbject of this
Exerci se? A Meandering Exploration of the Many

Meani ngs of Qbjects in Miuseuns. In Reinventing the
Museum Hi storical and Contenporary Perspectives on
the Paradigm Shift, ed. Gail Anderson, 269-283. Wal nut
Creek, CA: AltaMra Press, 2004.

Recommended readi ng:

Starn, Randol ph. “A H storian’s Brief GQuide to the New
Museum St udi es.” The Anerican Hi storical Review 110,
no.1 (2005): 68-98.

3: Sept. 18 and 20: Historical Precedents

Requi red readi ngs:

Jacknis, lra. “Franz Boas and Exhibits: On the Limtations
of the Museum Met hod in Anthropology.” In Cbjects and
O hers: Essays on Museuns and Material Culture, ed. Ceorge
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W Stocking, Jr., 75-111. Madison: University of Wsconsin

Press, 1985.

Boas, Franz. “The Principles of Ethnol ogical
Classification.” In A Franz Boas Reader, ed. Ceorge W
St ocking Jr., 61-67. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1974.

Parezo, Nancy J. “The Formation of Ethnographic

Col l ections: The Smithsonian Institution in the

Aneri can Sout hwest.” Advances in Archaeol ogi cal Theory
and Method 10 (1987): 1-37.

Recommended readi ng:

Low, Theodore. “What is a Museun?” In Reinventing the
Museum Hi storical and Contenporary Perspectives on
the Paradigm Shift, ed. Gail Anderson, 30-43. Wal nut
Creek, CA: AltaMra Press, 2004.

Week 4: Sept. 25 and 27: Dehunani zation: Peopl e as
bj ect s

Response paper #1 due in class Septenber 25th

Requi red readi ngs:

Abr ahans, Yvette. “Race and Raci sm Sarah Bartmann’s
Life in a Hstorical Context (1788/1789-1815)."
Herstory Project - Institute for H storic Research,
University of the Western Cape(2004).

Quereshi, Sadiah. “Di splaying Sara Baartnan, The
‘Hottentot Venus.’” Hi story of Science 42 (June 2004):
233- 257.

Cham ey, Santorri. “All Because of a Pair of African
Buttocks.” New African (Septenber 2000): 41-44.

Gl man, Sander L. “The Life and Times of Sara Baartnan
The Hottentot Venus.” Anerican Historical Review 105
(Decenber 2000): 1849.

Film

Maseko, Zola. The Life and Tines of Sara Baart man.
Brooklyn, NY: First Run/lcarus Filnms, 1998.
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Recommended readi ng:

Morris, Alan G “Trophy Skulls, Miseuns and the San.”
In Mscast: Negotiating the Presence of the Bushnen,

ed. Pippa Skotnes, 67-79. Cape Town: University of
Cape Town Press, 1996.

5: Cctober 2 and 4: Sel ective Representations

Requi red readi ngs:

Ei chstedt, Jennifer L. and Stephen Small,
Representations of Sl avery: Race and | deol ogy in
Sout hern Pl antation Miuseuns. Washi ngton, D.C

Sm thsonian Institution Press, 2002.

Recommended readi ng:

Harrison, Faye V. “The Persistent Power of ‘Race’ in
the Cultural and Political Econony of Racism” Annual
Revi ew of Ant hropol ogy. 24 (1995):47-74.

6: Cct. 9 and 11: Subversive Representations

Requi red readi ngs:

Fraser, Andrea. “Museum Highlights: A Gallery Tal k
1989.” In Andrea Fraser Wbrks: 1984-2003 ed. Yilmz
Dzi ew or, 244-253. Hanburg: Dunont, 2004.

Al berro, Alexander. “Introduction: Mmcry, Excess,
Critique.” In Museum Hi ghlights: The Witings of
Andrea Fraser, ed. Al exander Al berro, XXi-XXXVii.
Canbri dge, Massachusetts: The M T Press, 2005.

Karp, Ivan and Fred Wl son. “Constructing the
Spectacle of Culture in Museuns.” In Thinki ng About
Exhi bitions, eds. Reesa Greenberg, Bruce W Ferguson
and Sandy Nairne, 251-267. New York: Routl edge, 1996.

Berger, Maurice and Fred Wl son. “Coll aborations,
Museuns, and the Politics of Display: A Conversation
wth Fred Wlson.” In Fred Wl son: Objects and
Instal l ati ons 1979- 2000, Maurice Berger with
contributions by Fred WIlson and Jenni fer Gonzal ez,
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32-39. Baltinmore: Center for Art and Vi sual Cul ture,
University of Maryland Baltinore County, 2001.

Recommended readi ng:

Corrin, Lisa G “Mning the Museum An Installation
Confronting History.” In Reinventing the Miseum

Hi storical and Contenporary Perspectives on the
Paradi gm Shift, ed. Gail Anderson, 248-256. Wal nut
Creek, CA: AltaMra Press, 2004.

Week 7: Cct. 16 and 18: Hateful Things: Problematic
bj ect s

Requi red readi ngs:

Li twack, Leon. “Hell hounds.” In Wthout Sanctuary:
Lynchi ng Phot ography in Anmerica, eds. Janes Allen et
all, 8-37. Twin Palnms, CA: Twi n Pal ns, 2005.

Postal, Danny. “The AwWful Truth: A Photography

Exhi bition Unearths the Painful H story of Lynching in
America.” Chronicle of H gher Education July 12 (2002):
A3.

Goi ngs, Kenneth W “The Birth and Adol escence of Aunt
Jemima and Uncle Mbse: Collectibles as
Personifications of Stereotypes.” In Manmy and Uncl e
Mose: Bl ack Collectibles and American Stereotyping, 1-
18. Bl oom ngton: Indiana University Press, 1994.

Film

Pilgrim David and O ayton Rye. Jim Crow s Museum Big
Rapids, M: Ferris State University, Jim Crow Miseum
of Racist Menorabilia, 2004.

Recommended r eadi ngs:

Vendrys, Margaret Rose. “Hanging on Their Walls: An
Art Commentary on Lynching; The Forgotten 1935 Art
Exhibit.” I n Race Consci ousness: African-Anerican
Studies for the New Century, ed. Judith Jackson
Fossett and Jeffrey A Tucker, 153-176. New York: NYU
Press.
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Hal | , Jacquel yn Dowd. “’ The M nd That Burns in Each
Body’ : Whnen, Rape and Racial Violence.” In Powers of
Desire: The Politics of Sexuality, ed. Ann Snitow,
Christine Stansell, and Sharon Thonpson, 328-349. New
York: Monthly Review Press, 1983.

8: Cct. 23 and 25: Repatriation: Representations of
| ndi an Bodi es

Response paper #2 due in class Cctober 23

Requi red readi ngs:

Monroe, Dan L and Walter Echo-Hawk. “Deft

Del i berations.” In Reinventing the Museum Hi storical
and Cont enporary Perspectives on the Paradi gm Shift,
ed. Gail Anderson, 325-330. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMra
Press, 2004.

M hesuah, Devon A. “Anerican |ndi ans, Anthropol ogists,
Pot hunters, and Repatriation: Ethical, Religious, and
Political Differences.” In Repatriation Reader: Who
Oms | ndian Remai ns?, ed. by Devon A M hesuah, 95-105.
Li ncol n: University of Nebraska Press, 2000.

Echo- Hawk, Walter R and Jack F. Trope. “The Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act:
Background and Legislative History.” In Repatriation
Reader: Wio Omns I ndi an Remai ns?, ed. by Devon A

M hesuah, 123-168. Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 2000.

Recommended readi ng:

Moore, Steve. “Federal Indian Burial Policy —

Hi storical Anachronismor Contenporary Reality?”
Native American R ghts Fund Legal Review 12, no.2
(Spring 1987):1-7.

Landau, Patricia M and D. Gentry Steele. *“Wy

Ant hr opol ogi sts Study Human Remains.” |In Repatriation
Reader: Wio Omns I ndi an Remai ns?, ed. by Devon A

M hesuah, 74-94. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
2000.

Week 9: Cct. 30 and Nov. 1: Case Study: Repatriation at

t he Puebl o of Zuni
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Requi red readi ngs:

Ferguson, T.J., Roger Anyon, and Ednund J. Ladd.
“Repatriation at the Pueblo of Zuni: Diverse Sol utions
to Conplex Problens.” In Repatriation Reader: \Who Oms
| ndi an Remai ns?, ed. by Devon A M hesuah, 239-265.

Li ncol n: University of Nebraska Press, 2000.

Film

Ladd, Edmund J. Repatriation at the Pueblo of Zuni.
VHS. Santa Fe: Museum of Indian Arts and Cul ture, The
Museum of New Mexi co, 1989.

Recommended readi ng:

Eco- Hawk, Walter R “Miseum Rights vs. Indian Ri ghts:
Qui delines for Assessing Conpeting Legal Interests in
Native Cul tural Resources.” New York Review of Law &
Soci al Change XV, no.2 (1986): 437-453.

Merrill, WIlliam L., Ednund J. Ladd, and T.J. Ferguson.
“The Return of the Ahayu:da: Lessons for Repatriation
from Zuni Pueblo and the Sm thsonian Institution.”
Current Ant hropol ogy 24, no. 5 (Decenber 1993): 523-
568.

Week 10: Nov. 6 and 8: Negotiations and Self -
Represent ati ons

Response paper #3 due in class Novenber 6th
Readi ngs:

Warren, Karen J. “A Phil osophical Perspective on the
Et hics and Resolution of Cultural Properties |Issues.”
In Reinventing the Museum Historical and Contenporary
Perspectives on the Paradigm Shift, ed. Gail Anderson,
303-324. Wl nut Creek, CA: AltaMra Press, 2004.

Amres, M chael M “How To Decorate A House: The
Renegoti ation of Cultural Representations at the
University of British Col unbia Miseum of

Ant hropol ogy.” In Miseuns and Source Conmunities, ed.
Laura Peers and Alison K. Brown, 171-180. New York:
Rout | edge, 2003.
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11: Nov. 13 and 15: Negotiations and Self -
Repr esent ati ons conti nued. .

Requi red readi ngs:

Yoo, David. “Captivating Menories: Miseol ogy,
Concentration Canps, and Japanese Anerican History.”
American Quarterly 48, no. 4 (1996): 680-699.

Sm t hsoni an National Miuseum of Anerican H story online
resource:
http://americanhi story. si.edu/ perfectuni on/ experience/.
“A More Perfect Union: Japanese Anericans and the U S
Constitution.” 1990 — 2001.

12: Nov. 20; (Nov. 22: No O ass: Thanksgi ving Break)
M nority Miseuns

Requi red readi ng:

Cifford, Janes. “Four Northwest Coast Miseuns: Travel
Refl ections.” In Exhibiting Cultures: The Poetics and
Politics of Museum Display, ed. Ivan Karp and Steven D.
Lavi ne, 212-254. Washington, D.C : Smthsonian, 1991.

Film

Ain, Chuck and U msta Cultural Center. Box of
Treasures. Watertown, MA: Docunentary Educati onal
Resour ces, 1983.

13: Nov. 27 and Nov. 29 No class - Research paper
preparation

14: Dec. 4 and 6: Student Presentations

Attendance will be taken.

15: Dec. 11 and 13: Student Presentations

Attendance will be taken.

Papers are due on the day of your schedul ed

presentation. No extensions are granted.



